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Constructions of identity and embodiment in the 
discourse of trans youth: A queer and trans linguistic 

approach 

Prof. Dr. Lucy Jones (University of Nottingham) 
In this guest lecture, Dr Jones uses discourse analysis informed by queer and trans 
theory to explain identity construction as it occurs in a conversation between young 
trans people. In this conversation, the young people describe their experiences of 
being rendered powerless through misgendering or misrepresentation, revealing 
cisnormative expectations around trans people’s embodiment. It is shown that they 
resist these expectations by reframing the language used by others to describe their 
bodies, and that they gain agency as a result.  
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